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So the bill was passed.
The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.
f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. MEYERS of Kansas. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members be given 5 legislative days to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 3719.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Kansas?

There was no objection.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent from rollcall votes Nos. 402,
403, 404, 405, and 406 because of a manda-
tory evacuation in my hometown of Savannah,
GA, due to Hurricane Fran’s approach to the
Georgia coastline. If I had been present I
would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on all five of these
votes.
f

BILL EMERSON GOOD SAMARITAN
FOOD DONATION ACT

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to take from the
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 2428) to
encourage the donation of food and
grocery products to nonprofit organiza-
tions for distribution to needy individ-
uals by giving the Model Good Samari-
tan Food Donation Act the full force
and effect of law, with Senate amend-
ments thereto, and concur in the Sen-
ate amendments.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The Clerk read the Senate amend-

ments, as follows:
Senate amendments: Page 2, line 8, after

‘‘striking’’ insert: ‘‘the title heading and’’.
Page 2, strike out line 15 and insert: Sa-

maritan’’;
(C) in subsection (b)(7), to read as follows:
‘‘(7) GROSS NEGLIGENCE.—The term ‘gross

negligence’ means voluntary and conscious
conduct (including a failure to act) by a per-
son who, at the time of the conduct, knew
that the conduct was likely to be harmful to
the health or well-being of another person.’’;

Page 2, strike out all after line 15, over to
and including line 11 on page 3 and insert:

(D) by striking subsection (c) and inserting
the following:

‘‘(c) LIABILITY FOR DAMAGES FROM DO-
NATED FOOD AND GROCERY PRODUCTS.—

‘‘(1) LIABILITY OF PERSON OR GLEANER.—A
person or gleaner shall not be subject to civil
or criminal liability arising from the nature,
age, packaging, or condition of apparently
wholesome food or an apparently fit grocery
product that the person or gleaner donates
in good faith to a nonprofit organization for
ultimate distribution to needy individuals.

‘‘(2) LIABILITY OF NONPROFIT ORGANIZA-
TION.—A nonprofit organization shall not be
subject to civil or criminal liability arising
from the nature, age, packaging, or condi-
tion of apparently wholesome food or an ap-
parently fit grocery product that the non-
profit organization received as a donation in
good faith from a person or gleaner for ulti-
mate distribution to needy individuals.

‘‘(3) EXCEPTION.—Paragraphs (1) and (2)
shall not apply to an injury to or death of an
ultimate user or recipient of the food or gro-
cery product that results from an act or
omission of the person, gleaner, or nonprofit
organization, as applicable, constituting
gross negligence or intentional mis-
conduct.’’; and

Page 3, after line 11 insert:
(E) in subsection (f), by adding at the end

the following: ‘‘Nothing in this section shall
be construed to supersede State or local
health regulations.’’.

Page 4, after line 1 insert:
(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of

contents for the National and Community
Service Act of 1990 is amended by striking
the items relating to title IV.

Mr. GOODLING (during the reading).
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate amendments be consid-
ered as read and printed in the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BARRETT of Nebraska). Is there objec-
tion to the request of the gentleman
from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there

objection to the original request of the
gentleman from Pennsylvania?

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, reserving
the right to object, although I do not
intend to object, I ask the gentleman
from Pennsylvania [Mr. GOODLING] to
offer an explanation of his request.

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, will
the gentleman yield?

Mr. CLAY. I yield to the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, on
July 12 the House passed H.R. 2428, the
Bill Emerson Good Samaritan Food
Donation Act, which would have the ef-
fect of increasing the donation of food
products to needy individuals and their
families. This legislation also paid
tribute to one of the finest Members of
this body with whom I have had the
privilege to serve, Bill Emerson.

The Senate has now acted on this
legislation and returned it to this body
for final action. The only major change
to the bill is the inclusion of language
that makes it explicit that nothing in
the act supersedes State or local health
regulations. It also makes minor clari-
fying changes with respect to the defi-
nition of gross negligence.

Mr. Speaker, the threat of liability
often inhibits the donation of food to
feed the needy. Individuals and cor-
porations who are interested in donat-
ing food often do not because they are
afraid of what will happen should such
food cause harm to recipients. This leg-
islation eliminates the threat of liabil-
ity, except in instances of intentional
harm and gross negligence, and it de-
serves our support.

Mr. Speaker, the legislation meant a
great deal to Bill Emerson and its en-
actment into law will be a fitting trib-
ute to a man who was committed to
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